Principal Features of the Youth Work Act, 2001

The purpose of the Act is to provide a legal framework for the provision of youth work programmes and services by the Minister, the Vocational Education Committees (VEC) and by National and Regional Youth Organisations.  The principal features of the Act are:

· To define Youth Work in a clear and concise manner 

· To detail policy, budget, research, monitoring and assessment function of the Minister for Education 

· To define the function of Vocational Educational Committees regarding Youth Work, particularly the procedures, planning and prioritising of funds and the reporting on the provision of Youth Work programmes and services 

· To establish a special Youth Work Committee in each VEC area 

· To provide for the structure of the National Youth Work Advisory Committee 

· To formalise the allocation of grants for Youth Work 

· To establish Voluntary Youth Councils to represent the needs and demands of the voluntary sector at local level and 

· The appointment of a National Assessor of Youth Work to ensure the best possible use of public money in youth work programmes and services. 

What is the purpose of the Youth Work Act 2001?

The purpose of the Youth Work Act 2001 is to provide a statutory framework for the provision of youth work programmes and services by the Minister, V.E.C’s and by the National and Regional youth organisations.

Key features:

It defines  Youth Work:

“A planned programme of education designed for the purpose of aiding and enhancing the personal and social development of young people through their voluntary participation, which is complementary to their formal, academic or vocational education and training; and provided primarily by voluntary youth work organisations”

It outlines the key functions of the Minister of Education and Science, the structure and functions of the National Youth Work Advisory Committee, the Vocational Educational Committees and the Assessor of Youth Work.

Functions of the Minister include:
· Development and co-ordination of youth work programmes and services (including co-ordination of youth work with other services for young people) 

· Financial support 

· Research, Monitoring and Assessment of programmes and services 
The National Youth Work Advisory Committee (NYWAC) advises the Minister on:
· The provision, co-ordination and evaluation of youth work programmes and services

· The development and implementation of youth work policies

· The co-ordination of youth work programmes and services with formal educational and other services for young people.

Vocational Education Committees must
· providing assistance, including financial assistance, to youth work organisations 

· preparation and implementation of Youth Work Development Plan (Three Years) 

· drafting annual youth work budgets 

· reporting on youth work services to the Minister 

· establish a Youth Work Committee to advise and make recommendations to the VEC on the performance of its youth work functions 

· Youth Work Committee to have a membership of 16-20 members, comprising in equal numbers 

· persons nominated by relevant statutory agencies, including the VEC itself, and

· nominees of the Voluntary Youth Council 

Voluntary Youth Council will 

· advise on matters related to the Youth Work Development Plan 

· act as a forum for voluntary youth organisations 

· consist of 10-20 members (20% under 25) 

· elected in accordance with directions issued by VEC (following receipt of regulations and guidelines from Minister after consultation with National Youth Advisory Committee) 
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The Purpose of Youth Work:

Youth Work has a number of purposes:

· to build young people’s self-esteem and self-confidence;

· to develop their ability to manage personal and social relationships;

· to offer worthwhile and challenging new experiences;

· to provide learning opportunities to enable young people to gain knowledge and

develop new skills;

· to build young people’s capacity to consider risks and consequences and make  informed decisions and take responsibility;

· to help young people to develop social awareness and a sense of social solidarity

· to give young people a voice in decision-making which affect their lives;

· to enhance young people’s role as active citizens;

· to listen to and hear what young people have to say
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For any further information required, please contact:

Alison Fox

Youth Officer

Co. Wicklow VEC

P.O. Box 15

Church Street

Wicklow Town

Co. Wicklow

PH: 0404-32657

E-mail: afox@wicklowvec.ie
