Youth Work Act 2001, Youth Officers, Registration – Frequently Asked Questions and Responses

Voluntary Youth Groups FAQ’s and responses:

1.
What can you do for our club/ group/ organisation?

The VEC Youth Officer can help with registration, assist you in highlighting training and resource needs, identify and source training, provide networking opportunities and give you a voice at county and national level 

2a.
Why should I register with the VEC?

Registering with the VEC gives you a voice onto the forum of the Voluntary Youth Council, access to small grants scheme, support, information sharing and access to training

2b.
Will I lose out if I don’t fill out the form?


Only clubs/ groups registered with the VEC will be eligible to apply for funding under the small grants scheme, so if you are not registered you can’t apply.  You will loss out on accessing support from the VEC, networking opportunities and a voice on the Voluntary Youth Council
3.
If we got money from the VEC for the last x number of years, why do I need to register now?


Under the Youth Work Act 2001, it requires all youth groups who want to access funding, services and support from the VEC to register with the VEC 

4.
What are you (as VEC) going to develop for our area/ club/ organisation?


A youth work plan will be developed for the county and your area will be included in that plan.  The plan will identify existing gaps in service provision and areas that need to be developed.  This will assist you in working to getting young peoples’ needs met in your area and highlight existing good practice in the VEC area 

5.
What is the difference between you and the Regional Youth Officer or Youth Service Officer?


The Youth Officer with the VEC has a role in supporting the development of all youth work in their area and devising a youth work development plan for their area.  A Regional Youth Officer and Youth Service Officer work with specific youth organisations (Foroige, Scouts etc) and have a role in the setting up and development of their youth clubs in their areas. The Youth Officer has statutory responsibility for youth work in their area.

6.
If I register my club with the VEC am I guaranteed funding?

No, but your application will be considered with due regard to the stated criteria for good youth work practice within the resources available to the VEC

7.
Are you checking up on us?

No, we work with all service providers to ensure that the needs of the young people in the county are being met

8.
What is in it for the young people, how will they benefit?

Through this process the young people will get a better youth service, more support, their voice will be heard and listened to and they will be active participants in the process. There will be more support, more co-ordination which we hope will lead to a more efficient service.
9.
What is a Local Voluntary Youth Council (LVYC), how do we get on it and will we have a say?

The Local Voluntary Youth Council will advise the VEC on the preparation of any matter specified in a Development Plan prepared by the VEC.  It shall be a forum for the voluntary youth work organisations working in the area to discuss the provision of youth work programme and services in the area.  All youth groups registered with the VEC can take part in the election for places on the Local Voluntary Youth Council

10.
Will my group/ club have to be affiliated with a National Youth Work Organisation to register with the VEC?

No, any group that works in youth work with young people and meets the criteria set out by the department are eligible to register with the VEC 

11.
Because the VEC is giving us this money do we have to do something educational?

All programmes/ services need to be in line with the definition of youth work as outlined in the Youth Work Act 2001 and principles and practices of youth work

12.
Are you going to do Garda Vetting and organise Child Protection training?

If you are affiliated to a National Youth Work Organisations it is their responsibility to ensure volunteers are Garda Vetted and have Child Protection training.  If your club is not affiliated we will support you in getting the training necessary

13.
Who will do Garda Vetting for non affiliated youth clubs/ community clubs? 

If the leaders are not Garda Vetted the Youth Officers will refer the club onto the National Child Protection Office. If your club is not affiliated to a National Youth Work Organisation, we will support you in getting Garda Vetting. 

14.
We are a small, independent, local youth club do we have to register?

The benefit to a small, independent, local youth club is the same as that to a local unit from a large national organisation. It would benefit a small club to register so that we know you exist, it will support our case for additional resources, it’s a method of networking and linking with other groups and we can help identify training and provide support.  It will also give your club a voice in local, regional and national level (via the LVYC)

15.
What is a Youth Officer/ what do you do?

We are employees of the VEC with responsibility to support the development of youth work in the VEC area 
16. 
I haven’t heard about this before, what’s it all about?

Under the Youth Work Act 2001, the VEC now has statutory responsibility for the provision of youth services and programmes.  Each group needs to register with the VEC in order to be eligible to apply for VEC youth club grants and have their voice heard in participating in the Voluntary Youth Council 
17.
We used to always get funding under the Local Youth Club Grants Scheme.  Will we still get this money?


There is a new procedure in place, you will need to be registered with the VEC and you will need to meet the criteria outlined.  The Youth Officers will be there to help you out. 

18.
How do we register, can we get help with the form?


If you contact your local Youth Officer in the VEC, they will send you the form and you can contact them if you need assistance.  We offer support and advice in relation to registration, in some areas local and individual meetings will be held to go through the registration procedure 


19.
Where does all the information go?


All the information given will be held by your local VEC 
